
Welcome Workshop



Introduce yourselves
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Make sure you are part of your team
groupchat

Follow @studentsagainstmeningitis on
Instagram

Complete your Professional
Fundraising Agreement





121 sessions



Getting started
with fundraising



Spend 5 minutes drawing out your own network map.

Think about:

Your course
Clubs and societies
Housemates
Committees
People you know in the wider community

Activity: Make your own network map!



YouUniversity Home 

Grandparents

Aunts/Uncles

Siblings

Mum's office

Dad's office

Old work-place

Old school

Friends
Teachers

Part-time work 

Course

Halls/Housemates

RAGSocieties

Students' Union
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Bag packing in a
supermarket
might not be the
first fundraiser
that comes to
mind - but it can
be incredibly
effective. 

Bag
pack

Pub
quiz

Pub quizzes are
a great way of
bringing people
together to raise
awareness and
money at the
same time - add
a raffle if you
can! Make use of the

connections you
made at school. In
exchange, you
could run an
awareness
assembly.

Non-
uniform
day



Make use of your hobbies and skills
A key part of choosing what fundraising activity you’re going to do is making the most of the
skills and interests you already have. 

Great at tennis? 
Host a tennis
tournament

Love crafts?
Sell your
creations

Enjoy chatting to people?
Attend a bucket collection



Seasonal ideas

Christmas present wrapping

Make and sell Christmas
decorations or cards

Team wide New
Years Resolution

Halloween movie night Pumpkin carving competition

Valentine’s Day cards

Take Me Out event

Easter egg hunt Sporting sweepstake



YOU

Parents

Where do they work?

Family

Siblings

Are they still at
school?

Part time job

Can you use the venue?

Colleagues

University

Hobbies

Bake sale

Coffee morning
Non-uniform day

School fetePub quizCollection tins

Supermarket bag pack

Extended familyFriends

Course

Accommodation

Can your friends help
you with an event?

Could you do a
fundraiser than

ties into your
subject?

Can you invite people
you live with to your

events? Poster with
donation QR code

Old books/clothes
drive

Sports clubs

Societies
Interests

Can you
collaborate with
your society?

Quiz night

Bingo

Sports
tournament

Arts and crafts?
Make and sell

Gaming? 
Livestream

Running/training?
Fitness challenge



You need to make sure you follow any relevant rules and regulations
when planning your event. For example:

Following regulations

Food hygiene rules if
serving food

Age limits if serving
alcohol

Venue health and
safety rules



Risk assessments

This involves thinking about
what could go wrong,
particularly where people
could become injured,
property could become
damaged, goods/money are
lost, or the charity reputation
could be damaged. 



Take a look through the how-to guides on the resources hub and think about
which you might like to try. 

Activity: Your first fundraiser

Choose one in your pair and begin planning it. Think about:
Where 
When 
What resources you need
What can you add on to boost donations (raffles,
competitions etc.)



Maximise your event

Raffle

Best fancy dress

Request a song

Tombola

Guess the name 
of the teddy 

Sell cakes
% of drinks sales 

Cloak-room

Photobooth
Glitter stall



Fundraising calendar

Everyone’s fundraising journey will look different and there is no right or wrong way to
reach your fundraising target. 

However, creating a fundraising plan for the calendar year can help keep you on track. 

Whatever plan you make, you will need to adjust it each month depending on how it’s
gone so far.



September October November

December January February

March April May

June July August

Feel free to get started with creating
your JustGiving page and sharing it

Have a look on the Meningitis
Research Foundation website to

understand the cause more

Set up, personalise, and share your
JustGiving page

Start a sponsored New Year’s
resolution (e.g. dry January,

Veganuary)

Organise a pub quiz with a raffle at
your local bar at university

Use the same quiz to host a pub
quiz in your home town with family

and childhood friends

Book in a 1-2-1 with Maya or Rosie
to make a personalised fundraising

plan

Get in contact with your old primary
and secondary school to see if they

can hold a non-uniform day 

Take part in the MRF online raffle
and sell tickets to friends and family

Organise a Take Me Out event at
your Student Union (this could be

one to do as a team!)

Run a sports tournament at your
local club

Supermarket bag pack - invite all
your friends to volunteer!

If you enjoyed your last bag pack -
do another one!

Make the most of Easter by running
an Easter egg hunt or get decorating

some cakes to sell
Take part in a team bucket collection

in your local area (we recommend
fancy dress)

May might be the start of your exam
season

Previously students have held bake
sales in their uni libraries during exam

season when they are the busiest!

Reach your final fundraising target
by selling pre-loved clothes on

vinted, creating a sponsored playlist
for your challenge and sharing round
your JustGiving link one more time!

You might have some more time on
your hands with the academic year

ending
Organise a coffee and cake morning

with a raffle

Set yourself a sponsored fitness
challenge and shout about it online

A Valentines day themed cake sale
in your course cafe

Book in a 1-2-1 call for some support
reaching your final milestones



Collecting money
You’ll collect money in lots of different ways throughout the year 
 - JustGiving donations, cash, cheques, etc.

However, please try to use JustGiving as much as possible. This keeps things
easy for you and for us. 

Tickets for events - donations to JustGiving
Cash - cash in the money to you personal bank account and then donate to
yourself on JustGiving. You can write a note like ‘thank you to everyone who
donated at Sainsbury’s today!’



Your JustGiving page



How to set your page up 

You’ll have been emailed a link to follow to set up your JustGiving page. 

It will lead you to your university’s JustGiving ‘campaign’. This is where you
can see how you’re all doing as a team. 

Follow the orange ‘start fundraising’ button and follow the steps to set up
your page.



A personalised JustGiving page is key
to getting donations 
Add a donation from yourself to
kickstart

What does a good JustGiving page look like?

65% more raised with
a personalised story

13% more raised
when you add a

photo



It is also really important to keep
your page up to date
Describe the offline donations
you've received when adding
them
Link your fitness apps like
Strava 

What does a good JustGiving page look like?



Sharing your page is vital

Social media presence is key to
getting donations from your networks

Put your JustGiving link in your bio 

Post fundraising updates on social media with
a link to your fundraising page

Sharing your page



Things to remember



Milestones and deadlines
5 milestones to achieve across the year:

20%                40%              60%               80%              100%

The two deadlines that everyone must achieve on time are the 80% and 100% deadlines.

Meeting your 80% deadline is how you are approved for travel. You will be informed of the

exact dates of your milestones by email. 



Saying thank you
This is the most important part of fundraising. You wouldn’t be able to
do what you’re doing without other people. 

Make sure you recognise and thank every donation and every piece of
support you receive.



Give potential donors an opportunity

If you are worried you will annoy people, or feel embarrassed, try to reframe the
way you are thinking about it.

You are giving potential donors an opportunity to make a difference. They need
to be offered that opportunity to say yes. Some people will say no, and that’s
OK. 







Where to turn throughout the year

students@meningitis.org
1-2-1 calls 
You Challenge Leader and your WhatsApp group chat

For anything challenge related: 
team@chooseachallenge.com
+44 (0) 203 773 4140

tel:+442037734140


Any questions?


